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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Vice Mayor Todd Smallwood. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Carmean, Bunting, Smallwood, Langan, Tingle and Weistling 

Absent: Serio (Excused) 

 

President’s Report 

• Vice Mayor Smallwood noted that the Town has suffered the loss of two long-time residents, Peggy Steele 

and Bob Clower. The Town sends its sympathies to the families; both Mrs. Steele and Mr. Clower will be 

missed. Council Member Weistling noted that Public Works staffer, Bryan Reed, has recently lost his 

mother and extended sympathy to the family. 

• Mr. Smallwood advised that Beach Replenishment will begin soon. He urged citizens to support the effort 

as it enhances both property values and the Fenwick Island way of life. 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action 

 

1) Consideration of Comcast Phone Service – Town Manager Abbott 

Mr. Abbott explained that the Budget Committee believes that current phone rates are no longer competitive. Mr. 

Abbott contacted Comcast for a quotation on switching Town Hall service over to them since the Town already has 

Comcast Cable for its internet service. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Gary Diskin, Business Account Executive, explained that the current dial tone transfers to Comcast. Comcast 

equipment is compatible with current lines and, in response to a question from Council Member Tingle, the Town 

will retain its current phone numbers. Comcast has worked with the Towns of Preston and Princess Anne and is in 

talks with the Town of Berlin for phone service. Mr. Abbott advised that the Town will realize a savings of a little 

over $4,000 a year. Council Member Carmean asked if Comcast would guarantee the annual savings over the life of 

the 36-month contract being proposed. Mr. Diskin advised that he can make that guarantee.  Public Participation: 

Mr. Mike Quinn (5 W Houston St) asked if this was for Town Hall only and if the savings was $4,000 total or $4,000 

per year. Council Member Smallwood noted that this is just for the Town Hall and Mr. Abbott advised that these 

are estimated savings ($4,000 per year) over the life of the contract. 

 

Motion to authorize Town Manager to enter into a contract with Comcast for phone service – Council Member 

Tingle 

Second – Council Member Langan 

Vote: (6-0) 

Motion passed 

 

2) Public Works Building Roof – Town Manager Abbott 

Mr. Abbott advised that there have been earlier discussions about replacing the roof on the Public Works Building 

but that the issue in now more immediate in nature due to the pending installation of solar panels on the roof. Mr. 

Abbott asked that council authorize up to $9,000 to complete the needed repairs. 

 

Motion to approve the expenditure of up to $9,000  for re-roofing the Public Works Building roof and that the 

work commence as soon as possible – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

 

DISCUSSION 

All members of Council agreed that this project needs to be done. 

 

Vote: (6-0) 

Motion passed 



Minutes of the May 20, 2011 Regular Council Meeting  

 

2 | P a g e  

 

3) Rules and Regulations for Special Events – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling noted that the Town currently has Resolution #37-2009 on its books regulating special 

events. The Charter and Ordinance Committee wishes to propose an ordinance regulating Special Events and 

suggested changes to the authorizing party from the Chief of Police to the “Town” in #2, 3, and 6 (copy of 

resolution is attached to the end of these minutes). Regarding #7, the Committee suggests requiring bathroom 

facilities for events that may extend over a longer period of time, such as the Town Bonfire. Regarding #9, the 

Committee suggests changing Chief of Police and/or Town Council to “Chief of Police/Town.” No action is needed 

today; the Committee wants to bring this matter to Council’s attention for future consideration. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Carmean suggested other references to Town Council should be changed to “Town.” Council 

Member suggested references to Chief of Police or Town Council should all be changed to “Town.” Council 

Member Weistling suggested that #5 , events of greater than 75 attendees, should require Council approval and 

Chief of Police Boyden suggested that #6, regarding the issuing of parking permits, could be Chief of Police or Town 

Official. 

 

4) Resolution #52-2011 Fee Schedule 

Motion to approve #52-2011 Fee Schedule – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Smallwood noted that the Ambulance Fee has increased to $41 as discussed previously and that 

the Special Events Fee has changed to $100 deposit and $100 fee. 

 

Vote: (6-0) 

Resolution #52-2011 Fee Scheduled approved 

 

5) Approve FY12 Operating and Capital Budgets 

Motion to approve FY12 Operating and Capital Budgets – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Smallwood thanked the Budget Committee members for their work. Town Manager Abbott 

advised that the Operating Budget now references the Town Charter and that this budget shows only the current 

(FY12) budget without reference to the previous year budget. There is a difference of $3,000 over all from this year 

to last. The Capital Budget shows reserve and non-reserve items and the Budget Committee recommendations. 

There is no increase in taxes. Council Member Carmean noted that the $5,000 budget item to replace the holiday 

bulbs includes bulbs and fixtures/circuit breakers that have been damaged due to age and the elements. 

 

Vote: (6-0) 

FY12 Operating and Capital Budgets approved 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of April 15, 2011 Meeting - Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION – None 

Vote: (6-0) 

Minutes approved. 
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Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting advised that his report is included in the Council packet. The Town should complete the 

year under budget. 

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report – Council Member Tingle 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

None 

 

Vote:  (6-0) 

Treasurer’s Report accepted. 

 

Town Manager Report: 

• Mr. Abbott reported that The Wave newspaper recently reported an incorrect value for the yard waste 

contract. That contract is $13.620 not $68,010 as reported by the paper. 

• The Town website has been updated to reflect the yard waste pickup schedule and regulations. 

Containers should be placed on the curb and not in the trash corral. Mr. Abbott asked that residents cover 

their trash containers. 

• DNREC asks citizens to report sick/dead birds in an effort to track possible West Nile Virus infection. 

• The Town will sponsor a Memorial Day Observation on Saturday, May 28 at 10 AM. Lt. Col. Richard T. 

Tanner, Commandant, and the Delaware Marine Corp League Detachment will be on hand. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Members Smallwood and Carmean reported that the trash hauler has picked up their yard waste. Mike 

Quinn (5 W Houston) reported that his was not picked up. Town Manager Abbott asks that anyone who has been 

missed for trash/recycle/yard waste collection should call the Town right away so the error can be corrected. Mary 

Pat Kyle (1205 Bunting Ave) asked about limits to the number of bags of yard waste that can be put to the curb. 

Mr. Abbott advised that there is no limit to the number of bags but that no bag/bundle may weigh more than 50 

pounds each. 

 

Department Reports: 

• Building Official – Report included in meeting packet. Mrs. Schuchman advised that she, Bryan Reed, and 

Jim Purnell  attended a two-day Hurricane Readiness workshop. 

• Public Works - Report included in meeting packet. 

• Beach Patrol – Tim Ferry reported that his department is on schedule with hiring activities. He expects 

twelve (12) new guards this year. They will place the lifeguard stands on the beach next week. 

• Police Department - Report included in meeting packet. Nothing more to add. 

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee – Becka McWilliams reported that the Annual Bonfire will be on July 2 (rain date July 3) 

with Council permission. The bonfire will be on the Dagsboro Street beach. In the past the Town has 

provided entertainment, glow sticks and advertising. The Beach Committee will ask Council to provide 

funding for these activities. The committee will rent a port-o-pot and will sell t-shirts and snow cones; 

games will be included as well as a 50/50 raffle. The committee thanked Gardner Bunting and Mr. Wilgus 

for providing electricity last year and expressed its hope that they can do so again this year. Heavier 

power cords are needed in order to provide additional lighting. The possibility of using a generator was 

discussed. The committee would like permission to use the Town ATV in order to transport the DJ and his 

equipment. It is a new DJ this year (same cost). Mrs. McWilliams also reported that the Fenwick Freeze 

was excellent with approximately 200 people in attendance. 

o Council Member Carmean asked for the Bonfire Budget. Mrs. McWilliams estimated the 

following costs: DJ ($425); Glow Sticks ($450); Advertising ($130); Port-o-pot (Unknown at this 
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time). The Committee will approach Council at the June 24, 2011 meeting to request funding up 

to $1,000 for these expenses. 

o Council Member Weistling asked if the beach replenishment project will cause a problem since 

Dagsboro Street is the staging area. Town Manager Abbott advised that the configuration of the 

pipe on the beach should not interfere with the bonfire. The project should be complete by July 2 

at which time the pipe will still be in place but there will not be any replenishment activity. In 

response to a question from Mary Pat Kyle, Mr. Abbott advised that the replenishment project 

will begin with equipment setup on June 4 and pumping on June 11. 

o Council Member Langan expressed concern that the last time the beach was replenished pipes 

and trucks were on the Dagsboro Street beach. Mrs. McWilliams suggested possibly moving the 

bonfire to a different beach; Tim Ferry suggested that the guards create walk-overs so that the 

pipes are not a problem. Council Member Carmean suggested that the committee be prepared 

to alter its plans if the replenishment project is incomplete. Council Member Weistling advised 

that the Town will have a better idea of progress on the project by the time of the June 24 

meeting. 

 

• Environmental Committee – Council Member Carmean advised that Buzz Henifin has arranged for a 

Geothermal Energy Workshop on May 26, 2011 at 2PM. The Committee has scheduled a Solar Energy 

Workshop for Saturday, June 18 and a MERR Presentation for Saturday, July 9. 

• Public Safety Building – Council Member Langan advised that the bids will be opened on May 31, 2011 at 

2:00 PM not May 24 as previously noted. 

 

Planning Commission: Winnie Lewis 

Mrs. Lewis presented the Planning Commission’s recommendations for Open Space Preservation (copy attached). 

 

Charter & Ordinance 

• Proposed First Reading Chapter 116 Peace and Good Order – Special Events – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling asked Council to consider a change to Chapter 116 to add 116-8 Special Events; 116-9 

Permit Required; 116-10 Violations and Penalties and 116-11 Applicability;Severability. 

Motion to accept Proposed First Reading – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Tingle 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that the need for the change came out of the Budget Committee meetings 

regarding fees for Special Events. The Charter and Ordinance Committee discussed a definition of special events 

and considered breaking it down into special events regular and special events non-profit. Mr. Weistling asked that 

the change show “non-profit special events” so that non-profits are not charged a fee; however, all petitioners 

should fill out a special events application. A non-profit organization or group of individuals organized to benefit 

the community should be exempt from the fee.  

o Council Member Smallwood thanked the Council for considering an exemption for a group of 

individuals organized for the benefit of the community. He cited Lori Martin’s Annual Thanksgiving 

Day Turkey Trot and Hans Banziger’s Annual Block Party as examples of events that foster good will. 

The cost to the organizer(s) is great and the value of the good will should be considered when 

determining if they should pay the Special Events fee charged to private individuals.  

o Council Member Carmean asked if using the “community benefit” criteria might come into question 

at some time in the future. Council Member Weistling advised that not including the “special event – 

non-profit” could cause a misunderstanding as to who is required to obtain a permit. All 

persons/groups must apply to the Town for a permit; not all will be charged the fee. Council Member 

Carmean suggested that 116-11B be more specific. 

o Council Member Bunting advised that he believes that the more defined the ordinance is, the better 

for future Councils. 

o Council Member Smallwood asked if there are any other special events besides the Fenwick Freeze, 

Turkey Trot, Block Party and the Bonfire. Council Member Carmean added the Garden Club. Council 
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Member Weistling advised that there are a couple of events on the schedule but they private and are 

not open to the public. Audience member Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) added FISH and the 

Fenwick Island Yacht Club to the list. 

o Council Member Smallwood noted that there seems to be some confusion between use of town hall 

and special events. Council Member Weistling added that the ordinance regulates outdoor activities 

such as but not limited to weddings, races, block parties, etc. and/or results in closing of any of the 

Town’s streets or use of public property. 

o Council Member Carmean questioned the small 4
th

 of July parade in town and whether that will be 

included. Council Member Tingle noted that it is small and short; Council Member Weistling added 

that it does not require closing any streets. 

 

Motion to include amendments to the reading and to accept the amended First Reading – Council Member 

Weistling 

Second – Council Member Langan 

Vote: (6-0) 

First Reading passed 

 

• Proposed Second Reading Chapter 160-5A Zoning (Use Regulations) Markets – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member asked that the Proposed Second Reading be included in these minutes.  

Motion to accept Second Reading Chapter 160-5A Zoning (Use Regulations) Markets – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that this is intended primarily to allow individual members of the Fenwick 

Island Farmers Market to sell locally produced items in the commercial zone in town on vacant property. 

 

Vote: (6-0); Carmean – yes; Bunting – yes; Smallwood – yes; Weistling – yes; Tingle – yes; Langan – yes 

Motion to accept Second Reading Chapter 160-5A Zoning (Use Regulations) Markets passed. 

 

• Proposed Second Reading Chapter 160-5A Zoning (Use Regulations)  Auction Houses – Council Member 

Weistling 

Council Member Weistling asked that the Proposed First Reading be included in these minutes. 

Motion to accept Second Reading Chapter 160-5A Zoning (Use Regulations) Auction Houses – Council Member 

Weistling 

Second – Council Member Langan 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that the Town has had a request to reintroduce auctions as an allowable use 

with certain restrictions and regulations that were not present in the past when auction were allowed. Council 

Member Carmean advised that she will vote yes with the provision that council adds a restriction to that the 

auction of live animals not be allowed. She asked that this be addressed at the June meeting. Council Member 

Bunting agreed with that suggestion. Council Member Weistling noted that this will be fine-tuned at future 

meetings. 

 

Vote: (6-0); Carmean – yes; Bunting – yes; Smallwood – yes; Weistling – yes; Tingle – yes; Langan – yes 

Motion to accept Second Reading Chapter 160-5A Zoning (Use Regulations) Auction Houses passed. 

 

Old Business - None 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken 

None 
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Public Participation: 

• Bea Stock (6 W Georgetown St) – commented that many year-round people on her block will appreciate 

the addition of a Mobi mat on their block. Council Member Smallwood advised that the Town has not yet 

decided on the location(s) for mats but will be happy to consider Mrs. Stock’s request. 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – noted that cell phones need to be added to a “do not call” list in order 

to be removed from any telemarketer lists. The phone number to call from your cell phone is 

1.888.382.1222. 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

• Council Member Smallwood announced all meetings and events. 

 

Motion to Adjourn to Executive Council to consider personnel matters: Council Member Tingle 

Second: Council Member Bunting 

All in favor to adjourn to Executive Session (6-0) 

Public Session closed at 4:38 PM 

 

Council returned to Public Session at 4:50 PM. 

 

Motion to proceed as discussed in Executive Session regarding public safety – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION – None 

Vote: (6-0) to proceed as discussed in Executive Session 

 

Motion to adjourn – Council Member Langan 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

Vote: (6-0) 

Meeting adjourned at 4:53 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

For Diane Tingle, Secretary
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